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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDIC Ai  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR 


THE  YEAR  1949. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BILLINGE-Al^D-ijVINSTA]MLEr  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 


Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  eighteenth  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  district 
in  1949. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITION  OF  THE  AREA. 

Area  in  acres  - 4,906. 

Registrar-General's  estimate 

of  resident  population  mid  1949  - 6,064. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the 

end  of  1949 » according  to  the  rate  book  - 1,627. 

Rateable  Value  - £23,538. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  - £93. 

The  general  health  was  well  preserved  in  improving 
circumstances  of  life. 


Coal  Mining,  both  deep  and  opencast,  and  agriculture 
continued  to  be  the  principal  industries  of  national 
importance.  It  is  regrettable  that  there  must  needs  be 
a conflict  of  interests  between  the  opencast  operatives 
and  the  local  farming  community  who  have  suffered  at  their 
hands.  In  this  connection  it  is  appropriate  at  this 
juncture  to  record  the  Inquiry  that  was  held  in  March  by 
a'  representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  at  the 
instigation  of  local  Members  of  Parliament  and  in  response 
to  many  vigorous  protests  by  residents.  The  outcome  of 
the  findings  and  recommendations  has  not  been  entirely 
satisfactory  in  local  effect.  Other  industries  carried 
on  in  the  district  are  Brick  and  Terra  Cotta  Manufacture 
and  Stone  Quarrying  whilst  a section  of  the  female  population 
have  found  employment  in  the  cotton,  engineering  and  glass 
factories  in  adjoining  districts.  Unemployment  has  been 
minimal  and  of  a transient  type . 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Live  Births. 


Total  Male  Female. 


Legitimate . 
Illegitimate . 


67  32  35 

4 13 


71  33  58 


Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  of  the  district.  11.7 
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Other  live  birth  statistics,  introduced  for 
the  purpose  of  comparison. 


Total 

Male 

Female . 

Live  births  in 
during  1948. 

district 

90 

39 

51 

Live  birth  rate 

for  1949. 

15.2 

Average  rate  for  the  previous 

five  years  (1944-48) 

15.7 

Live  birth  rate 

for  England  and  Wales  in  1949. 

16.7 

Still  Births 

Total 

Male 

Female . 



- 

Rate  per  1,000 

total  (live  and 

still)  births 

27 

Deaths 

Total 

Male 

Female , 

51 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population.  crude  12.5 

(adjusted)  12.9 

Death  rate  for  district  in  19^9*  12.^ 


Mean  death  rate  for  district  during 

five  years  (1944—48)  12.3 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1949.  11.7 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes. 


Deaths.  Death  rate  per 

1,000  total  live 
and  still  births 


Puerperal  and  post  abortive  sepsis  Nil.  Nil. 

Other  maternal  causes  Nil.  Nil. 


Death"-rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  83 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births.  90 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births.  Nil. 


Number  of  deaths  per  1,000  live  births  in  district 


in  1949.  66 

Mean  number  of  infantile  deaths  in  district  per 

1,000  live  births  from  five  years  (1944-48)  52 

Number  of  infantile  deaths  per 

1,000  live  births  in  England  and  Wales  in  1949.  52 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  10 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age). 


Nil. 
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SECTION  B 


General  Provisions  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area* 

(a)  Laboratory  facilities > 

Pathological  Specimens  - submitted  to  Wigan 

Infirmary  - 3 throat  swabs. 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  at 

Liverpool  City  Laboratories  - Two. 

Chemical  Analysis  carried  out  at  the 

Liverpool  City  Laboratories  - One. 

(b)  Ambulance  facilities. 

(1)  Eor  all  general  purposes  ambulances  and  cars 
are  now  provided  from  the  Wigan  Fire  Brigade  and 
Ambulance  Station  (Telephone  Wigan  6202) . The 
service  has  been  prompt  and  efficient  during  the  year. 

(2)  For  infectious  cases  the  ambulance  attached  to 
the  hospital  concerned  is  used. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

The  District  Nurse  has  continued  her  excellent 
services  in  the  district  under  the  new  scheme.  Her 
zeal  and  attachment  are  generally  admired  and 
particularly  appreciated  by  the  medical  practitioners 
to  whom  she  is  a considerable  help. 

(d)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres.  No  change. 

(e)  Hospitals. 

The  all  embracing  provisions  of  the  National 
Health  Scheme  has  widened  the  scope  of  hospitals 
available  to  local  patients.  Nevertheless,  the 
majority  receive  their  treatment,  whether  as  in- 
patients or  out-patients,  at  one  of  the  hospitals 
in  the  Wigan  and  Leigh  Group.  A minority  go  to  the 
St.  Helens  hospitals.  Special  cases  have  treatment 
in  Manchester  or  Liverpool  hospitals.  Infectious 
cases  requiring  hospital  isolation  are  usually 
transported  to  Whelley. 

SECTION  C . 


Sanitaiy  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

(1)  Water. 

Anticipating  a final  solution  of  our  water  problems  in 
the  near  future  we  survey  in  the  recent  past  a year  of 
exceptional  anxiety.  The  total  consumption  was  again 
almost  a record  despite  increasing  curtailment  betv^een 
7th.  June,  19A-9  and  the  10th,  November,  19A-9*  Appended 
are  the  various  contributions  to  this  total. 


- 4 - 


Water  (Oont’d. ) 


Whittle  Shaft 
Wigan  Corporation 
Cobmoor 
Higher  Tunnel 
Bispham  Hall 
Colliery  Workings 
(From  12/49) 


16,850,000  galls « 
28,825 » 000  galls. 
3? 050, 000  galls. 

116,000  galls. 


4,242,000  galls. 


(26.884.000) 

(22.850.000) 
( 5,259,000) 
( 169,000) 


(not  in  supply) 


Total 


53,085,000  galls.  (53,162,000) 


Average  daily  consumption  145,433  galls  (145,250) 

Per  individual  24  galls.  (24.7) 

Bracketted  alongside  are  the  corresponding  figures  in 

1948. 


The  Vihittle  Shaft  failed  dismally  towards  the  end  of  an 
exceedingly  dry  Summer  and  the  level  of  the  v/ater  eventually 
continued  to  fall  even  vjhen  pumping  was  discontinued.  The 
obvious  deduction  that  the  water  was  draining  away  as  the 
result  of  the  newly  opened  mining  operations  in  the  vicinity 
has,  of  course,  been  vigorously  contested  by  those  intereste 
solely  in  coal  production,  who  it  will  be  remembered  had  the 
support  of  the  Ministry  of  Fuel  and  Power  when  fears  of  the 
possibility  were  ventillated  at  an  Inquiry  held  the  previous 
year.  No  useful  purpose,  however,  is  to  be  gained  by 
pursuing  a contentious  subject  which  can  never  retrieve  the 
position.  The  fact  remains  that  in  the  last  four  months  of 
the  year  the  yield  amoimted  to  little  more  than  one  and  a 
half  million  gallons,  a startling  depletion  by  comparison 
with  the  usual  monthly  average  of  over  two  million  gallons. 

At  the  time,  Wigan's  supply  was  by  no  means  guaranteed 
as  they  were  themselves  in  straitened  circimistances , but 
they  improved  on  the  agreement  to  the  tune  of  a daily 
average  of  75,000  gallons  in  September,  68,000  gallons  in 
October,  and  75,000  gallons  in  November,  for  which  there 
was  cause  to  be  grateful.  This  uncertain  quantity  - half 
the  ordinary  consumption  -■  augmented  in  whatever  way  we 
could  contrive,  was  all  that  was  at  our  disposal.  Stringent 
restrictions  were  the  imperative  corollary.  Some  improvemen 
in  quantity  was  achieved,  however,  from  the  12th,  September, 
1949  by  the  improvisation  of  a supoly  from  the  workings  of 
an  adjacent  Colliery  (Bispham  Hall),  through  the  ready 
co-operation  of  the  management  and  the  prompt  assistance 
of  the  Wigan  Fire  Brigade . Thus  we  gained  an  average  of 
38,500  gallons  for  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Later  pipes 
and  pump  were  installed  to  release  the  Fire  Brigade.  This 
supply  has  since  been  maintained  but  it  can  only  be  regarded 
as  an  expedient  to  meet  most  exigent  circimstances . 

The  source  from  active  colliery  workings  is  anything 
but  desirable  and  the  method  of  discharge  at  the  surface  is 
far  from  ideal.  It  is  not  surprising  therefore  that  the 
bacteriological  report  reflects  it  as  potable  only  after  the 
most  efficient  chlorination. 
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Water  (Cont’d. ) 

Report  on  Bacteriological  and  diemical  Samples i - 

(1)  Result  of  diemical  examination  before  chlorination  - 
The  sample  was  clear,  very  faintly  yellow  and  odourless. 

It  contained  only  a trace  of  suspended  matter  which 
consisted  of  vegetable  debris,  infusoria,  fungus, 
hydrated  oxide  of  iron  with  iron  organisms  and  particles 
of  siliceous  matter. 

Observations  - The  result  of  analysis  indicate  that  the 
sample  is  of  the  type  derived  from  coal  measures  and 
after  chlorination  will  be  quite  suitable  for  drinlcing 
and  domestic  purposes. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examination  - Two  samples  were  taken, 
after  chlorination,  from  the  taps  of  houses  in  the  area 
and  were  placed  in  Class  I,  e.g.  Highly  satisfactory. 

I shall  be  much  relieved  to  see  the  end  of  this 
contribution.  Meanwhile,  with  the  \Wiittle  Shaft  almost 
defunct,  the  Council  has  redoubled  the  endeavours  to  bring 
into  effect  with  the  utmost  expedition  the  projected  scheme 
for  the  main  supply  from  the  Liverpool  aqueduct.  With  this 
in  view  we  sought  the  assistance  and  advice  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health  by  direct  consultation  in  March  of  the  present 
year,  and  the  mission  was  not  in  vain.  We  must  acknowledge 
both  sympathetic  consideration  and  practical  help  as  a 
result  of  which  progress  has  since  been  accelerated. 

Nine  houses  with  a population  of  50  rema^  T:m|y?ovid^ 
from  the  public  mains.  Isolation  and  inaccessi^ilit^^^nMuced 
as  rendering  the  prospect  impracticable.  This  argument  will 
now  lose  cogency  in  the  case  of  six  of  the  houses,  including 
two  farms,  in  one  locality  whe:^the  wells  have  gone  dry 
presumably  again  as  the  consequence  of  mining  developments. 

Some  provision  will  become  obligatory  in  one  way  or  another, 

(2 ) Drainage  and  Sewerage . 

The  drainage  system  is  of  the  usual  type , storm  water 
and  sewage  being  carried  away  in  a common  sewer.  The  gradients 
are  generally  sufficient  to  facilitate  drainage  in  all 
localities.  Unfortunately,  on  account  of  the  disposition  of 
the  elevations  dividing  two  ivatershed  areas,  these  gradients 
diverge,  and  two  main  sewage  disposal  grounds  have  always 
been  necessary.  Both  are  quite  out  of  date  and  increasingly 
inadequate  in  direct  ratio  to  the  evergrowing  volume  of 
sewage. 

In  the  Chapel  End  of  the  district  recognition  of  this 
has  been  taking  practical  shape  in  the  consideration  of  an 
up  to  date  filtration  plant.  But  delays  in  the  development 
of  the  scheme  have  ensued,  in  the  first  place  through 
difficulties  in  the  land  transaction  and  later  on  account  of 
pre-occupation  with  the  water  supplies. 

The  Higher  End  sewage  disposal  ground  in  Winstanley  is 
overtaxed  and  choked  with  weeds  as  well  as  willows.  Here, 
after  passing  through  precipitation  tanks,  the  sewage  coipses 
along  channels  interspersing  the  area.  Subsequently  it  is 
diverted  on  to  an  open  pasture  where  it  percolates  on  the  broad 
irrigation  principle  towards  the  boundary  stream. 
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Drainage  and  Sewerap^e  (Cont^d. ) 

Archaic  though  this  system  is,  we  must  admit  that  in 
the  year  under  review  there  were  no  complaints  from  the 
Rivers  Board  who  test  regularly  in  that  stream.  As  to 
the  small  hamlet  at  Kings  Moss  which  is  isolated  from  the 
general  systems  by  its  remote  and  low  lying  situation, 
the  prospect  of  a small  separate  scheme,  the  only  eventual 
solution,  is  certainly  distant, 

(3)  Rivers  and  Streams. 

These  are  kept  under  the  close  surveillance  of  the 
Coujity  Rivers  Board,  The  potential  danger  from  sewage 
contamination  has  already  been  mentioned.  No  complaint 
was  made  in  the  year  under  revie¥/.  Other  than  this  there 
is  no  risk  of  pollution, 

(4)  Sanitary  Accommodation, 

A grant  of  £7  or  half  the  cost,  whichever  is  the  less, 
is  made  towards  the  conversion  to  a VV,C,  Fifteen  owners 
availed  themselves  of  this  offer  to  convert.  A more 
ambitious  scheme  is  still  impeded  by  the  shortage  of  water 
and  inadequacy  of  sewage  disposal  methods. 

Closet  Accommodation  at  the  end  of  1949* 


No.  of  privy  middens,  - 107* 
No.  of  closets  attached  to  these  middens.  --  394. 
No.  of  pail  closets.  - _ 4. 
No.  of  dry  ashpits  (excluding  middens)  - Nil. 
No.  of  movable  ashbins.  917* 
No.  of  houses  on  water  carriage  system.  93^ • 
No.  of  fresh  water  closets,  971* 
No.  of  waste  water  closets.  Nil. 


(5)  Public  Cleansing. 

Street  scavenging  and  the  weekly  removal  of  house  refuse 
was  carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  as  previously.  Privy 
middens  are  also  emptied  regularly.  Tipping  continued  on 
selected  and  controlled  sites,  there  being  no  destructor  in 
the  district.  Paper  is  collected  separately  for  salvage. 

The  provision  of  bin  trolleys  as  previously  recommended  in 
this  report  is  now  contemplated.  This  should  prove  a boon 
to  the  men  engaged  in  the  v/ork. 

(6)  Shops . 

The  Shops  Act  1934,  relating  to  ventilation  and 
temperature  of  shops  and  to  sanitary  conveniences  and  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936  relating  to  conditions  in  offices, 
i.e,  ventilation,  sanitary  conveniences  etc.  are  administered 
by  the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  visits  all 
premises  included  within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts,  and  reports 
to  the  County  Council. 

(7)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  Area. 


(Vide  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.) 
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(8)  Smoke  Abatement, 

There  are  five  factory  and  works  chimneys  in  the 
district  and  t.en  observations  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  time  limit  for  the  emission  of  black  smoke  is  two 
minutes  in  the  hour.  No  infringement  was  observed  in 
the  year. 

(9)  Swimming  Baths  and  Fools. 

None  - Public  or  private  in  this  district. 

(10)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

The  routine  disinfestation  of  the  household  goods  of 
those  transferring  to  new  Council  Houses  is  not  a practice 
in  this  district.  The  Council’s  resolution  will  only 
permit  of  disinfestation  ■where  the  need  is  patent.  No 
such  instance  arose  in  the  year. 

(11)  Schools . 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  two  Schools  in  the 
district  continued  satisfactory.  Though  the  fabrics  of 
both  are  old  and  do  not  conform  with  modern  conceptions, 
improvements  have  been  effected.  At  the  Parish  Church 
School  especially,  internal  reconstruction,  with  the  change 
to  co-education,  have  modified  the  premises  to  better 
advantage,  I consider  the  most  desirable  amenity  nowj 
would  be  the  provision  of  a separate  dining  room.  Complaints 
have  been  made  of  interference  with  the  teaching  routine  and 
the  distraction  of  the  children's  attention  by  the  preparations 
incidental  to  the  dinners.  It  appears,  for  instance,  that 
the  containers  are  lodged  in  a main  classroom  half  an  hou.r 
before  the  morning  school  closes  and  the  aroma  of  cooked 
food  is  scarcely  conducive  to  concentration  at  that  time. 

The  teachers  are  unanimous  in  their  disapproval  and  I 
consider  their  protestations  justified. 

Infectious  sicloiess  did  not  prevail  to  any  extent  among 
the  children  and  a high  standard  of  general  health  was 
preserved, 

(12)  Offensive  Trades. 

There  are  none  in  the  district, 

(15)  Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  none  in  the  district, 

( 14 ) Canal  Boats , 


There  are  none  in  the  district. 

SECTION  D, 


Housing. 

Only  tv/elve  houses  stand  to  the  credit  of  the  Council 
as  completed  and  occupied  during  1949  as  against  fourteen  by 
private  building..  Of  these  eight  were  the  first  of  the 
sixteen  allocated  for  miners  on  the  Claremor^^Estate  which 
were  all  due  for  completion  twelve  months  earner,  v/hile 
four  were  the  first  of  the  second  complement  proceeding 
concurrently  during  the  -eanlirer  months  in  the  hands  of 
another  Contractor. 
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Housing;  (Cont^d. ) 

In  all,  sixty  Houses  were  under  contract  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  Overcrowding  it  is  seen  remained  a prime 
consideration  in  the  allocation  of  tenancies  but  co-existing 
slum  conditions  were  not  ignored  and  four  Demolition  Orders 
were  made  and  three  houses  demolished  in  consequence.  The 
derelictions  of  the  considerable  amount  of  time-ravaged 
property  remain  an  accumulating  problem  for  future 
reflection.  Present  difficulties  in  effecting  repairs  are 
recognised  but,  dicounting  this,  the  worth-whileness  in 
many  instances  must  be  in  question  especially  where  the 
site  is  at  fault  as  in  Main  Street, 


Albeit  the  usually  modest  rental  is  a redeeming 
feature  which  counts  greatly  with  some  by  contrast  with 
the  ascending  scale  of  the  most  recent  Council  Houses,  The 
stabilisation  of  the  rentals  of  these  new  houses  is  a 
most  pressing  requirement  in  view  of  the  static  wages  w^ith 
rising  costs  of  living.  Nevertheless,  185  applications 
for  Council  Houses  still  av\/ait  attention. 


Statistics . 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year t - 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  - 12 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities  - Nil. 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  - 14 


Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year;- 


(i) 


(ii) 


(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  ‘("^iuder  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  - 98 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  - 122 

(a)  Number  of  dv^/el ling-houses  (included 
under  sub-head  (i;  above)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations 

1925  and  1952.  - Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  - Nil. 


(iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  - 6 


(iv)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation.  - 92 


Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices s- 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  - 


92 
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Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year;,- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9»  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  - Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices  1- 

(i)  By  owners  - Nil. 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  - Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts.*- 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  v/ere  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  - Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices i- 

(i)  By  owners  ' - Nil. 

(ii)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  - Nil. 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 J- 


(1) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  - 

of 

4 

(2) 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

in 

5 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 t- 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  - Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having 
been  rendered  fit  - Nil. 


Housing  Act 

, 1936  - 

- Overcrowding!- 

(a) 

(i) 

Number 
of  the 

of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 
year 

69 

(ii) 

Number 

of  families  dwelling  therein 

- 

118 

(ill) 

Number 

of  persons  dwelling  therein 

- 

413 

(b) 

Number 

during 

of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 
the  year 

reported 

Nil. 

- 10  - 


HousinR  Actj  1936  - Overcrowding;  CCont*d.)  i~ 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  - 11 

(ii)  Nimber  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  - 36 

Fitness  of  Houses 

(a)  No.  of  houses  which  have  not  an  adequate  internal 

water  supply  - 9 

(b)  No.  of  houses  which  have  no  separate  water  closet  or 

other  adequate  sanitary  accommodation  - 60 


approx. 


SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Eoodt- 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  were  36  Cowkeepers  (including  dairy  farmers)  and 
9 milk  purveyors  (other  than  Cowkeepers)  on  the  register.  The 
approximate  number  of  cows  computed  to  be  in  the  district  was 
350.  Eifty-four  inspections  vjere  made  during  the  year.  The 
premises  generally  were  satisfactory.  The  Lancashire  County 
Council  undertakes  the  duties  of  sampling  in  the  area. 

(b)  Meat  and  other  foods. 

There  is  no  slaughter  house  within  the  district.  All  shop£ 
stalls  and  vehicles  where  food  is  prepared  were  inspected  but 
no  cause  for  complaint  was  found,  and  no  infectious  disease  was 
reported  in  connection  with  persons  dealing  with  such  food.  The 
inspection  of  locally  slaughtered  animals  is  the  duty  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  who  includes  in  his  report -an  account  of 
the  v/ork. 


SECTION  F. 


Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and  other  diseases 

Measles,  confined  entirely  to  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year,  prevailed  in  epidemic  form  especially  in  the  Chapel  End 
of  the  district,  including  also  the  Greenfield  Children’s 
Home  whence  19  cases  v/ere  notified.  This  was  follov/ed  in  the 
second  quarter  by  whooping  cough  which  was  predominant  until 
August.  Scarlet  fever  occurred  sporadically  throughout  the 
year  but  particularly  in  June  and  December. 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  continued  unimpeded  under 
the  new  arrangements.  Pre-school  children  so  treated  numbered 
67  and  those  of  school  age  18.  In  addition  75  children  were 
given  a reinforcing  injection.  No  preliminary  and  no  post- 
schick  tests  were  undertaken.  Antitoxim  is  now  available  on 
request  to  local  practitioners  from  Billinge  Hospital. 

No  immunisation  against  the  Enteric  Group  was  undertaken 
during  19^9. 

No  local  action  has  been  taken  with  regard  to  the  use  of 
measles  serum  for  prophylaxis  or  attenuation  of  the  illness 

There  v/as  no  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  in  the  district 
in  19^9* 
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NOTIFI.^LE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAE 

1^49  CAETEH  CQkRECTIONS) ^ 


Total  Cases  Notified, 

Hospit 

al. 

Age  Periods  - 

Years 

btifiable 
)iseases . 

• 

03  03 
0)  0 
CO  to 
cd  cd 

O -p 
Eh  Cd 

0 

1 



3 

3 

10 

13 

23 

43 

• 

0 

> 

o 

LQ 

CO 

c 

o 

c 

c 

13 

0 

to 

. 

03 

4:3 

•p 

cd 

0 

p 

H 

cd 

p 

0 

Sh 

Total 

Cases 

Removed 

to 

Hospital, 

Deaths 
in  Hos- 
pital of 
persons 
belong- 
ing to 
the 

District 

Scarlet 

''ever. 

13 

2 

2 

9 

2 

2 

[easles 
'exc  luding 
'ubella) 

93 

23 

36 

33 

3 

/hooping 

)ough. 

52 

5 

13 

n 

O 

6 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lcute 
meumonia 
primary  & 
.nfluenzal) 

2 

2 

3 

1 

- 

Total. 

1^ 

3 

40 

46 

48 

3 

- 

2 

- 

- 

3 

! 2 

1 

YISIHEBGTIOH  AETER  . I.' EECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

THe  method  employed  with  regard  to  premises  was  fumigation 
with  formaldehyde  gas.  Six  houses  were  so  treated.  Eomites 
are  disinfested  in  the  autoclave  by  stream. 

Tuberculosis. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public  Health  (Prevention 
of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1925  (relating  to  persons  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade)  or  under 
Section  17?  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  (relating  to  the 
compulsory  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from 
tuberculosis).  The  notification  of  tuberculosis  in  the  area 
is  efficient,  there  being  no  instance  of  a non-notified 
tuberculosis  death. 


12 


TUBERCULOSIS  - NEW  CASES  AITD  MORTALITY  DURING  1949  ♦ 


AGE  PERIODS 

NEW  CASES. 

DEATHS. 

1 

Respiratory 

N cn-Respiratoiy 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

I 

! 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Years. 

i 1 

- 

- 

” 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11  ^ 

1 5 

1 10 

13 

20 

1 25 

- 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

... 

I 

I 

1 

•• 

1 53 

i 43 

53 

63 

75  & 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

upv/ards 

•— 

— 

— 

Totals 

^1 

1 . 

3 , 

2 

_ 

^ - / 

\ _ 

\ 

/ 

2 

5 

i 

- j 

1 

SECTION  G. 


Factories  and  Workshops. 

Tliere  was  no  offence  under  the  Factory  Act,  1937  during 
the  year  under  reviev/.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  v/orking  in 
liaison  with  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  maintained  effective 
supervision  of  local  factories  and  v\?orkshops  from  the  Puhlic 
Health  aspect. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  factories  and  v/orkshops 
operating  in  the  district  in  1949  <• 


Collieries  - 4. 
Opencast  mining  plant  - 4. 
Stone  Quarries  - 2. 
Boot  and  Clog  Repairing  - 2. 
Brickv^orks  - 2. 
Joinery  - 3» 
Government  Radar  Station  - lo 


Chief  Sanitary  Requirements  of  District. 

1.  Increase  in  water  supply  - urgently  required. 

2.  Installation  of  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

5.  Conversion  of  Privy  Middens. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
J.S.  MATHER. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SMITARY  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
BILLINGE-MD-WINSTANLEY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Sewag;e  Disposal. 

The  sewage  disposal  virorks  contemplated  in  Billinge  Chapel 
End  has  again  been  held  up  due  to  the  urgency  of  the  v/ater 
situation.  Little  progress  was  made  on  the  scheme  but  it  was 
left  in  such  a position  that,  v/hen  the  time  is  opportime, 
negotiations  for  the  land  can  be  easily  and  quickly  commenced. 

Broad  irrigation  is  used  in  both  areas,  Billinge  Chapel 
End  and  Billinge  Higher  End,  and  whilst  no  complaints  have 
been  received  from  the  Rivers  Board  with  regard  to  the  samples 
of  effluent  taken,  it  is  obvious  that  .more  up  to  date  methods 
will  be  necessary  in  the  near  futirre.  In  the  Higher  End 
particularly  there  is  evidence  that  the  main  sewer  to  the 
sewage  field  is  inadequate  and  it  is  imperative  that  the 
question  of  duplicating  this  sewer  be  considered  in  the  near 
future . 

Public  Cleansing. 

A good  and  regular  collection  was  maintained  throughout 
the  year,  refuse  being  collected  weekly  where  it  is.  stored  in 
dustbins,  and  the  ashpits  are  emptied  monthly  or  b;5f -monthly 
according  to  the  size.  The  yield  shows  a considerable  increase 
in  bulk,  paper  and  tins  once  again  becoming  predominant.  The 
Council  continue  to  collect  w^aste  paper  and  in  all  a total  of 
24  tons  was  collected  bringing  in  a revenue  of  £121. 

Progress  was  made  in  abolishing  privy  middens  during  the 
year,  fifteen  being  abolished_ in  1949.  One  hundred- and- seven 
privy  middens  still  exist. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

House  refuse  was  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled 
tipping  on  to  two  tips,  (1)  Marl  hole,  Birchley,  (2)  Brick 
and  shale  hole,  Bispham  Hall  Brick  and  Terra  Cotta  Works.  No 
complaints  were  received  during  the  year  and  both  tips  were 
treated  four  times  by  the  Rodent  Officer. 

Housing. 

The  total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 
was  ninety-eight,  ninety-two  of  v\/hich  were  found  not  to  be 
reasonably  fit  in  all  respects  for  hitman  habitation.  Notices 
were  served  on  the  owners  and  many  minor  improvements  were 
made.  There  still  remains  many  old  stone  houses  in  the  area 
which  are  not  up  to  standard  and  it  is  necessary  for  these 
to  be  inspected  and  notices  served  upon  the  ovmers  in  order 
to  bring  them  up  to  a reasonable  standard.  Vi/holesale 
demolition  of  houses  is  not  contemplated  but  it  is  clear  that 
many  ovmers  vd.ll  have  excessive  amounts  to  pay  if  the  v/orks 
necessary . are  enforced. 


Water. 


D'uring  the  year  the  consumption  of  water  amounted  to 
539  083,000  gallons  shov/ing  a decrease  of  79,000  gallons  when 
compared  with  the  consumption  for  1948.  This  is  no  doubt 
due  to  water  restrictions  which  were  operative  for  five 
months  in  the  year  and,  had  it  not  been  for  an  emergency 
supply  from  Bispham  Hall  Brick  and  Terra  Cotta  Works, 
Billinge  v/ould  have  been  without  water  on  many  occasions. 
^Wiilst  the  supply  from  Bispham  Hall  Brick  and  Terra  Cotta 
Works  proved  to  be  satisfactory  after  chlorination,  I am 
of  the  opinion  that  this  source  should  be  abandoned  at  the 
earliest  opportunity. 

The  Council  made  renev/ed  efforts  to  obtain  a supply 
from  Liverpool  Corporation  and,  after  lengthy  negotiations, 
the  Ministry  of  Health  agreed  to  the  Council’s  proposals. 


Shops . 

The  total  number  of  shops  in  the  area  is  sixty-three 
and  these  Y^jere  inspected  twice  during  the  year.  They  were 
found  to  be  in  a very  satisfactory  condition  so  far  as 
cleanliness  is  concerned  but  there  still  remains  some  shops 
where  Assistants  are  employed  that  do  not  comply  v^^ith  Section 
13  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

The  tv/o  bakehouses  in  the  area  were  visited  regularly 
and  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  whilst  the  only  ice  cream 
manufacturer  in  the  area  continued  to  improve  and  enlarge 
his  premises.  His  plant  is  now  up  to  the  standard  required 
by  the  Ice  Cream  Orders.  The  number  of  retailers  of  ice 
cream  in  the  area  increased  from  two  to  seven  but  all  of  the 
five  new  retailers  retail  prepared  wrapped  ices. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
C.  BROWH. 


Surveyor  & Sanitary  Inspector. 
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